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UCDVO Development Film Series 2015
We are delighted to bring to you the third Development Film Series which will take place in 
the UCD Student Centre Cinema. The aim of this series is to bring vibrant and gripping cinema 
documentaries to a UCD audience in order to generate awareness and discussion on the 
important global issues which each film explores. We have an exciting line up of 5 cutting edge 
films and guest-speakers who will lead a Q&A session after each film. Films are being screened 
every Monday at 6pm, starting on the 2nd of February until the 2nd of March 2015.

Seats must be reserved in advance at developmentforum@ucdvo.org

About UCDVO
Established in 2003, UCDVO is a charitable organisation which provides international 
volunteering and development education programmes for the UCD community. UCDVO’s 
Vision is for UCD students to graduate with an understanding of the challenges facing humanity 
worldwide and the determination and self-belief to tackle the issues underlying poverty and 
inequality in the world. UCDVO’s Mission is to provide UCD students, staff and alumni with 
opportunities to volunteer for the benefit of disadvantaged communities overseas, in response 
to needs explicitly identified by those communities.

Get Involved

Check out our Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn pages 
for regular updates. 
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Volunteer overseas with the UCDVO Programme in 
2015/16 - applications open in September 2015.

Join the UCDVO Student Society by contacting the 
Society Secretary studentsecretary@ucdvo.org.

Check out our courses, ‘Be the Change’ and ‘Skills in Development Education’. Details 
can be found on our website www.ucdvo.org/courses201415

Attend our annual conference on ‘International 
Volunteering’ in 2015.

Be part of awareness and fundraising events on campus or donate directly to UCDVO 
by clicking on the DONATE button on our website.

Support UCDVO by donating books or second hand computers to be used in our 
programmes overseas. 
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Tomorrow We Disappear
Location: UCD Cinema, Belfield
Guest Speaker: Sulagna Maitra
Reserve your seat:  developmentforum@ucdvo.org 

When their land is sold to developers, the magicians, acrobats, 
and puppeteers of Kathputli Colony must find a way to unite - 
or splinter apart forever.  Tomorrow We Disappear is a feature 
length documentary about the last days of Kathputli, a hand-
built artist colony hidden away in the alleyways of New Delhi. 
Spanning three years, the film follows Puran the Puppeteer, 
Rahman the Magician, and Maya the Acrobat as they approach 
their looming eviction. Tomorrow We Disappear has screened 
at some of the most prestigious film festivals around the world 
including Tribeca Film Festival, USA and Hot Docs in Canada.

Further Learning

Dr. SULAGNA MAITRA
Lecturer, Humanitarian Action Programme, UCD
Sulagna Maitra is currently Lecturer and the academic coordinator for the NOHA Joint Masters 
programme in Humanitarian Action. She joined the Humanitarian Action Programme in UCD in 
2010 as a doctoral researcher and coordinator of the NOHA Masters course. Prior to joining UCD, 
she worked as a researcher on the Global Change Programme in Jadavpur University, India. She has 
a Masters degree in International Humanitarian Assistance from Uppsala University, Sweden and 
a Masters in International Relations from Jadavpur University, India. Her research interests include 
identity and natural resource conflict resolution, intra-State transboundary river water conflicts, 
regional cooperation in South and Southeast Asia, governance issues in post-conflict societies and 
professionalization of humanitarian action. She is a recipient of Erasmus Mundus Scholarships and 
the SYLFF Fellowship.

MONDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 6pm

Take Action
Contact the artists: www.twdfilm.com/projects/

Stay up to date with the campaign and take action: www.twdfilm.com/take-action/

Read
‘Midnight's Children’ by Salman Rushdie, a book that inspired the film’s directors. 

Watch 
‘Born into Brothels’ another film about an impoverished community in India that explores 
the themes of human dignity, the arts, and community.

WINNER
Special Jury Honor 

for World Vision  
PHILADELPHIA FILM 

FESTIVAL 2014

WINNER

Spirit Award for Best 
Director 

EIDF 2014 
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Poverty, Inc.
Location: UCD Cinema, Belfield
Guest Speaker: Hans Zomer
Reserve your seat:  developmentforum@ucdvo.org 

The West has positioned itself as the protagonist of 
development, giving rise to a vast multi-billion dollar poverty 
industry — the business of doing good has never been better. Yet 
the results have been mixed, in some cases even catastrophic, 
and leaders in the developing world are growing increasingly 
vocal in calling for change. Drawing from over 200 interviews 
filmed in 20 countries, Poverty, Inc. unearths an uncomfortable 
side of charity we can no longer ignore. From TOMs Shoes to 
international adoptions, from solar panels to U.S. agricultural 
subsidies, the film challenges each of us to ask the tough 
question: Could I be part of the problem?

Further Learning

MONDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 6pm

Read
William Easterly’s ‘The White Man’s Burden’

Roger Riddell’s ‘Does Foreign Aid Really Work?’

Check out
PovertyCure, entrepreneurial solutions to poverty that challenge the status quo 

www.povertycure.org

www.gapminder.org

www.whypoverty.net

Enactus, to enable progress through entrepreneurial action

www. enactusireland.org

AWARD

Anthem Film Festival 
AUDIENCE CHOICE 

AWARD 2014

AWARD

Topanga Film 
FestivaL

 BEST FILM 2014

AWARD

Docutah Film Festival
BEST FILM 2014

!

HANS ZOMER
Director of Dóchas
Through Dóchas, Irish NGOs work together to improve the impact of their work, and to apply 
their collective experiences to inform government policy and practice. Hans also coordinates the 
“World’s Best News” initiative, and chairs the “Act Now on 2015” campaign in support of Ireland’s 
commitment to help achieve the Millennium Development Goals. Hans previously worked with 
Concern Worldwide in Dublin and as Country Director of EIRENE-Tchad, a Human Rights and Rural 
Development organisation based in N’Djamena. He also has experience as consultant for local and 
international organisations in Pakistan and in policy work for several Brussels-based NGO networks, 
such as the EU-NGDO Liaison Committee and APRODEV.  Mr. Zomer is a political scientist by 
training, having studied in Amsterdam and Copenhagen. He is married with three children, and 
tweets as @Dochasnetwork.
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Forbidden Voices
Location: UCD Cinema, Belfield
Guest Speaker: Farah Azadi
Reserve your seat:  developmentforum@ucdvo.org 

Their voices are suppressed, prohibited and censored. But 
world-famous bloggers Yoani Sánchez, Zeng Jinyan and Farnaz 
Seifi are not frightened of their dictatorial regimes. These 
fearless women stand for a new, networked generation of 
modern rebels. In Cuba, China and Iran their blogs shake the 
foundations of the state information monopoly – putting 
their lives at great risk. Barbara Miller’s film Forbidden Voices 
accompanies these brave young rebels on their dangerous 
journey and trace their use of social media like Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter to denounce and combat the violations of 
human rights and freedom of speech in their countries.

Further Learning

FARAH AZADI
Academic and Human Rights Activist
Farah Azadi has worked with many different human rights projects around the world, most 
recently returning from Kabul where she assisted in the development of Afghanistan’s 
inaugural Women’s Journalist Union. Farah is an adjunct lecturer in the Department of Near 
and Middle East Studies (TCD), and the editor of the website StealthisHijab.com, which 
focuses on the intersections of gender, culture and politics of the Muslim world. Farah holds 
a BA and MA from the University of Pennsylvania in Middle East and Islamic Studies; an 
MPhil from Trinity in International Peace Studies and is currently completing her PhD at TCD 
studying gender equity movements in Iran and Afghanistan from 1979 - Arab Spring.

MONDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 6pm

Take Action
Mark World Day of Social Justice, 20th February

Read
‘The Case for Social Media and Hashtag Activism’, Sabina Khan-Ibarra 

‘The Lonely War: One Woman’s Account of the Struggle for Modern Iran’,  Nazila Fathi

Participate
‘Be the Change’ a 6 week UCDVO course in activism and awareness raising

Check out
Reporters Without Borders – for freedom of information

The World Press Freedom Index

WINNER
AMNESTY 

INTERNATIONAL 
AWARD Human 

Rights Film Festival 
SAN SEBASTIÁN 

2013

AWARD
One World 

International Human 
Rights Documentary 

Film Festival

AWARD

BROOKLYN FILM 
FESTIVAL 2013

!
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A Quiet Inquisition
Location: UCD Cinema, Belfield
Guest Speaker: Colm O’Gorman
Reserve your seat:  developmentforum@ucdvo.org 

At a public hospital in Managua, Nicaragua, OBGYN Dr. Carla 
Cerrato struggles with her conscience as she contends with the 
harrowing implications of a new law that bans all abortion, even 
in cases of rape, incest, or to save a woman’s life.  As she and 
her colleagues navigate between the potential of prosecution 
and whether to the use medical protocols that enable them to 
save lives, the drama of the deadly impact of this law emerges, 
illuminating the reality of prohibition against the backdrop of 
a political, religious and historically complex national identity.  
As the stakes elevate, and the fatalities become personal, 
Carla’s outrage and sadness transform into a willingness to act 
boldly in the face of the law.

Further Learning

MONDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 6pm

Read
‘Savita: The Tragedy that Shook the Nation’ by Kitty Holland

Check out
Amnesty International’s global campaign ‘My Body My Rights’

Watch 
Melissa Thompson’s documentary ‘Like a Ship in the Night’

OFFICIAL 
SELECTION

OFFICIAL 
SELECTION

Human Rights Film 
Watch

NEW YORK 2014

Watch Docs 
WARSAW-POLAND 

2014

!

COLM O’GORMAN
Executive Director of Amnesty International Ireland
Colm O’Gorman is the Executive Director of Amnesty International Ireland.  He is the founder 
and former Director of One in Four, the national NGO that supports women and men who have 
experienced sexual violence. Colm has also served as a member of Seanad Éireann, and is an author 
and regular media commentator on social justice and human rights issues.
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The Island President
Location: UCD Cinema, Belfield
Guest Speaker: Teamrat Belai, Orla Quinn
Reserve your seat:  developmentforum@ucdvo.org 

This is the story of President Mohamed Nasheed - after bringing 
democracy to the Maldives after thirty years of despotic rule, 
Nasheed is now faced with an even greater challenge: as one of 
the most low-lying countries in the world, a rise of three feet 
in sea level would submerge the 1,200 islands of the Maldives 
enough to make them uninhabitable. The Island President 
captures Nasheed’s first year of office, culminating in his trip 
to the Copenhagen Climate Summit in 2009, where the film 
provides a rare glimpse of the political horse-trading that goes 
on at such a top-level global assembly. Despite the modest size 
of his country, Mohamed Nasheed has become one of the leading 
international voices for urgent action on climate change.

Further Learning

MONDAY 2ND MARCH 6pm

Check out
www.appropedia.org - a green living wiki and a wiki for all matters of international 
development and aid

Hans Rosling - 200 Years of Global Change

Take action
Act Now and support the campaign at www.theislandpresident.com

Demand World Leaders Act 
www.trocaire.ie/climatejustice

The global climate movement at www.350.org 

WINNER WINNERWINNER
Toronto International 

Film Festival 
PEOPLE’S CHOICE 

AWARD 2011 

PARE LORENTZ 
AWARD 2012

Sheffield 
International 
Documentary 

Festival
GREEN AWARD 

2012 

!

TEAMRAT BELAI
Teamrat Belai is the Senior Programme 
Officer for the Livelihood Programme 
in Ethiopia for Trócaire.  Teamrat has 
20 years professional experience in the 
Development sector, working on Plant 
Protection and Disaster Prevention.  
Teamrat has also worked as chair for 
the Women’s Association of Tigray, 
a grassroots women’s organization, 
aimed at building a strong and 
sustainable network of women.   

ORLA QUINN
Orla Quinn is Campaigns Officer 
for Trócaire and has over five years 
working on global development 
issues, with a particular focus on 
climate change.  Orla recently 
completed an MA in Community 
Education, Equality and Social 
Activism and out of this course 
has become more involved in local 
grassroots activism.  
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www.ucdvo.org/ucdvo @UCDVO

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 

can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.
Margaret Mead

“ “

“

UCDVO Film Series Programme

Tomorrow We Disappear  
2nd February, 6pm, UCD Cinema

Speaker: Sulagna Maitra

Poverty, Inc. 
9th February, 6pm, UCD Cinema

Speaker: Hans Zomer

Forbidden Voices 
16th February, 6pm, UCD Cinema

Speaker: Farah Azadi

A Quiet Inquisition 
23rd February, 6pm, UCD Cinema

Speakers:  Colm O’Gorman

The Island President 
2nd March, 6pm, UCD Cinema

Speaker: Orla Quinn & Teamrat Belai
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